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By Carlos Morales
The medical marijuana industry is the great new frontier that
has opened up in California in
recent years. Contrary to popular belief, medical marijuana is
not only for AIDS and cancer
patients: The health statute
associated with Prop 215, the
groundbreaking law passed ten
years ago, legitimizes weed for
those with any "illness for
which marijuana provides
relief." There are a lot of people
who fall into this category, and
business is good for those who
make a living by serving them:
compassionate caregivers, freedom fighters, botanists in love
with the art of growing, Long
Beach homeys, Valley boys,
Oakland thugs and now has
even hit our little old
Hollenbeck area.
However as in any drug business, a criminal element persists. storage lockers of product, safes of cash, hustlers trying
to rob those lockers and safes,
guns to protect one from the

hustlers, and the constant risk of
arrest. California was the first
of 12 states to allow the sale of
marijuana for medicinal purposes, mainly pain control, and is
regarded as having the loosest
regulations. Oversight is lax
and there are few specific guidelines for buyers and sellers of a
drug still illegal under federal
law.
Here are some questions that
are wide open to interpretation,
Who can open a clinic? What
constitutes reasonable compensation? and Who can grow and
supply marijuana? These are
factors that have helped fuel a
surge in new clinics, from having 4 total in CA in 2005 to
about 400 statewide.
Los
Angeles alone has just over 120
at last count.
THE VOICE
interviewed a LAPD Narcotics
Detective, CHP Sergeant Jerry
Espinoza, from the East Los
Angeles Office and DEA
Special Agent Sarah Pullen
located in Los Angeles. They all
were surprised to see how each
agency
addresses
each
encounter and the different policies each agency has regarding
this issue. The main reason for
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this is that basically this problem is very new, only a couple
of years old - and the VOTERS
made this into LAW in 2004 in
another low voter turnout election a couple of voters who
exercised their right to VOTE
has made these Medical
Marijuana Clinics legal.
THE VOICE has interviewed
various community members
who support these Dispensaries
- Its great! We do not have to go
across town or downtown to
score! A Medical Doctor from
Kaiser Permanente who did not
want to be identified told me
although there are medical reasons for HIV and Cancer
Patients who are in a lot of pain
or need to put on some weight to
keep them healthy, however
most of these Marijuana
Dispensaries are operating to
make a profit and really do not
care about any ones health! He
said there are just people who
want to get high, and nobody
makes better Marijuana than the
Government as he smiled!
Here are some sobering facts of
how lax the regulations are: We
spoke with Enrique Aguilera
Barber to the "Rich and Famous

of El Sereno" he told us a hair
stylist must take a 1,500 Hour
course to learn to cut hair, and
then take a written exam and a
practical exam. If you pass the
test you get a State Issued
Certificate allowing you to cut
hair. We discussed the issue
with
Margaret
Ibeawuchi
Restaurant owner of Taste of
Brazil, employees and owners
themselves must attend a food
handling class, which takes an
average of an eight-hour day.
The State requires Certification
at least one certified food safety
manager by accredited examination per food establishment
where unpackaged foods are
handled; and must be renewal
every 3 years. Ibeawuchi was
completely devastated when we
gave her the news about the
Medical Marijuana Businesses
that are opening shop all over
the eastside. She could not
believe it because she has been
waiting for over a year to get her
ABC permit to sell beer and
wine at her family restaurant for
over a year.
Continued on Page 2
See Marijuana
Dispensaries

Arroyo Vista Family Health Center
Accredited by the
Joint Commission on Accreditation
of Health Care Organizations (JCAHO)

Our team of qualified bilingual doctors,
nurses and staff are dedicated to serving
you and your family in a caring manner.

VOICEPUB@GMAIL.COM

With four health care clinics located
CRA COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
throughout Northeast Los Angeles, we
EASTSIDE ADELANTE PROJECT
offer comprehensive medical services, well
TAKES $ 2.2 MILLION FROM
child care, perinatal care, women's care,
EL SERENO AND BOYLE HEIGHTS TAXES
dental and optometry.
AND SPENDS IT IN EAGLE ROCK

The CRA/LA was established by resolution
of the Los Angeles City Council in 1948
pursuant to Community Redevelopment
Law of the State of California (Seq. of the
Health and Safety Code).
The law specifically mandates that redevelopment agencies act to retain and
expand the affordable housing stock. The
law requires 20% of the revenues accruing to a redevelopment agency be set
aside for affordable housing. CRA/LA has
increased its contribution to 25% in projects
adopted after January 1, 1994. Currently
CRA/LA manages 32 redevelopment project
areas and three revitalization projects in
seven regions throughout Los Angeles:
1.Eastside, 2.East Valley, 3.Downtown,
4.Hollywood & Central, 5.L.A. Harbor
6.South Los Angeles, and 7.West Valley
areas. The Community Redevelopment
Agency (CRA/LA) of the City of Los
Angeles is a public agency established to
attract private investment into economically depressed communities, eliminate
slums, abandoned or unsafe properties,
and blight throughout Los Angeles.
CRA/LA revenues come from "PROPER-

TY TAX INCREMENT," a portion of the
property taxes collected in a redevelopment project following the date of project
adoption.
The Adelante Eastside Redevelopment
Project, adopted on March 30, 1999, is
located approximately two miles east of the
downtown Central Business District.
The approximately 2,200 acre industrial and
commercial redevelopment project contains
the areas south of Olympic Boulevard to the
city limits of Vernon from the Los Angeles
River to Indiana Street; North Main Street
east to Valley Boulevard and Alhambra
Avenue to the city limits of Alhambra; and
all east - west commercial streets in Boyle
Heights such as Cesar Chavez Avenue,

First Street, Fourth Street and Whittier
Boulevard from the Los Angeles River to
Indiana Street. The principal thrust of the
project is the preservation of industrial
and commercial uses within the community to promote a
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FOUR CLINICS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

HIGHLAND PARK

EL SERENO

LINCOLN HEIGHTS

6000 N. Figueroa St.

4815 Valley Blvd

2411 North Broadway

LA CA 90042

LA CA 90032

LA CA 90031

(323) 254-5221

(323) 222-1134

(323) 987-2000

MEDICAL MOBILE CLINIC
Various Community Locations Call for an appointment
or just walk in or call for a mobile clinic visit
(323) 254-5221
“We Care About Your Health”
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Editors Note - Carlos Morales
stable industrial base to provide jobs for
the community, as well as enhancing the
existing shopping areas to provide alternative commercial choices for residents.
HERES THE PROJECT IN
EAGLE ROCK
Colorado Terrace Senior Apartments
Address: 2455 Colorado Blvd.
Project Area: OUTSIDE PROJECTAREA
Council District: CD 14
Neighborhood Council: Eagle Rock
Developer: LA Colorado Terrace, L.P
Project Cost: $24 million
CRA/LA INVESTMENT: $2.2 MIL
Funding Source: Monterey Hills and
Bunker Hill Housing Trust
Description: Located in Eagle Rock,
this
70-unit
Mediterranean-style

Luxury Senior Housing Development
incorporates design elements that
address environmental and social concerns. Colorado Terrace includes a variety of new public improvements, as well
as historic lighting and state-of-the art
energy saving technology, such as a
rooftop solar power plant and a rainwater recapture system for home sanitation and outdoor irrigation needs.

PUBLISHER /EDITOR
Carlos Morales
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EAGLE ROCK GETS THIS

George Cabrera Jr.

Sal Garcia

Raelene Allard from the Hillside Village
Property Owners Association and past
member of the CRA-PAC corrected me
at the NC-32 Neighborhood Council
Meeting and alerted everyone that in
fact the CRA did do work in El Sereno
as shown in the picture below. I stand
Corrected! Thank you for looking after
the interest of your community - What
will we do without you on the PAC?.
You should be proud of yourself! Thank
you for bringing this to our attention.
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A Pharmacist must go to
school for four years then
pass a state test. A pharmacist Assistant must go to
school between a 12 to 18
month course and pass a
State certified Exam just to
pass out the prescriptions
that were authorized by the
Pharmacist. The Medical
Marijuana Dispensaries or
Clinics do not require any
type of classes, training, or
certification. Just open up
your doors for business.
Councilman Ed Reyes of
District 1 held a Town hall
Meeting
in
Lincoln
Heights this past month, it
was well attended and their
were approximately 100
stakeholders in attendance.
There were several City
departments answering
questions and outreaching
to the community of services available to them. We
came across the Building
and Safety Department and
asked them why are they
giving so many permits to
Marijuana Dispensaries,
the gentleman looked at
me like if I was crazy, he
stated that he has been with
the department for over
thirty years and in that time
Building and Safety has
never issued permits for
Marijuana Dispensaries.
He got a bit angry because
he thought I was teasing

him. He told me those
things do not exist in the
City of Los Angeles! He
was completely stunned
when I told him that the
City of Los Angeles had
over 120 of them already
in business.
West Hollywood is the
closest city to Los Angeles
that has imposed moratoriums on new clinics amid
concerns owners and buyers are abusing the law.
THE VOICE has a copy
of a Memo that was sent by
Los Angeles Police Chief
William Bratton to all City
Council members which
has called for a similar
moratorium
in
Los
Angeles. There are 41 recommendations that chief
Bratton strongly suggest
that get amended to any
one operating of these clinics. I have spoken with
supporters of these clinics
and they told me that if all
of these points are mandated that the Dispensaries
would not be able to operate in a profitable fashion.
The DEA also has taken
notice on these Marijuana
Dispensaries and attracted
the DEA's interest embarking on a stepped-up effort
targeting clinics run by
people who appear to flout
the reasonable compensation provision. In October
2006, Federal agents
trailed
a
Medical
Marijuana Clinic owner as
he drove a Porsche Carrera
convertible to his Medical
Marijuana Clinic.
This owner was arrested in

October and accused of
illegal drug trafficking charges
he
denies.
According to court papers,
an investigation turned up
records showing $2.3 million was deposited in a
New Remedies bank
account over eight months
starting in December 2005,
and the owner wrote himself weekly checks of
$9,600. During that raid
the DEA seized almost 700
pounds of pot, $242,000 in
cash and evidence of plus
pay sheets ``reflecting
enormous profits,'' according to court papers. The
owner of the dispensary,
who is free on bail, did not
return our call seeking an
interview.
He defends
himself on his Web site,
http://www.freesparky.org/
- ``My dispensary was a
non-profit and to paint me
or my employees as profiteers is simply appalling.''
Under California law,
clinics are supposed to dispense marijuana just to
seriously ill people and
clinic owners are to get
only ``reasonable compensation.'' But to the U.S.
(DEA) Drug Enforcement
Administration, the sports
car suggested that the
owner might be pocketing
big money from his reportedly nonprofit clinic, New
Remedies Cooperative.
CONTINUED ON
PAGE 3
SEE DEA
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is a independent news media monthly publication based in El Sereno with a circulation of 20,000 impressions. It is delivered to residents in the El Sereno, Lincoln
Heights, Boyle Heights and parts of Alhambra. It is also distributed to various businesses within these areas, as well as emailed to all interested parties.
Our growing network of community participation has made this publication
the primary source for local information. We strive to make a positive impact on the
community by reporting news that is seldom found anywhere else in the media to
inform, and educate this community on what is going on in their front yard! We welcome community interest stories, and press releases. 95 % of all articles are written
by community stakeholders The voice reserves the right to edit all materials due to
space constrictions.
The VOICE is not responsible nor liable for any claims or offerings, nor
responsible for products availability that may be advertised. Opinions expressed in
these columns are those by the authors who wrote them. All rights reserved.
Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission from the editor is
prohibited.
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We will work with you for a
payment to fit your budget.

TASTE OF
BRAZIL

4838 South Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032

323.342.9422

“HAPPY
EASTER”

Great and Delicious

Brazilian Food

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND
WWW .TASTEOFBRAZIL .NET
Member of The Greater El Sereno Chamber of Commerce

* Private Party or Dealer
* Terms from 48 -84 months
* 100% financing available
(including tax, license and
Mechanical Breakdown Coverage)

2445 Mariondale Ave.
Los Angeles CA 90032
(Cross street Valley Blvd.)
Monday-Friday 8 AM to 5:30 PM

Low auto loan rates...
Another benefit of membership
Call for more information (323) 505-2600 ext.106
Members can apply online 24/7 at www.calstatela-fcu.org
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates and terms are effective as of 2/1/07 and are subject to change without notice. Payment based on a $15,000 auto
loan at 5.90% APR for 60 months. Rates as low as 5.90% APR for new autos and as low as 6.40% APR for used. Payments may vary according to amount
financed, rate, term and account relationship. Lowest available rate includes 1% relationship pricing discount for Direct Deposit, active Credit Union checking
and Automatic Payment. All loans subject to individual credit approval. Minimum amount for refinanced loans is $3,500. Boat, RV and Motorcycle loans also
available at slightly different rates and terms, call for details.
You must be a Credit Union member to apply for a loan – call us at 323-505-2600 for membership info or visit www.calstatela-fcu.org.
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EL SERENO STUDENTS TAKE ON THE LA MARATHON
The Big Day Arrives for El
Sereno Middle School Students
By Ray Rios
After seven long months of rigorous
training, the big day arrives for El Sereno
Middle School students who participate
in the Students Run Los Angeles (SRLA)
program. For the last few days before
running the 2007 Los Angeles Marathon,
they have been hydrating their bodies and
loading up on foods such as pastas and
breads. These foods contain plenty of
carbohydrates (energy) which their bodies will demand during the grueling 26.2
mile race. They are as ready as they will
ever be this year and for most of the runners this will be their longest race yet, as
well as their first marathon.
As students began arriving in the front
of El Sereno Middle School at five in
the morning, darkness still filled the
chilly air. There they joined other SRLA
students who had already begun stretching and going over last minute student
rendezvous information.
Teachers
passed out fannie packs, bib numbers,
and SRLA running caps while parents
and students anxiously awaited the
arrival of the school bus that was to take
them to Universal Studios where the race
would begin later that morning. Just
before the students and teachers boarded
the bus, one parent offered to say a prayer
of encouragement. They would need this
inner strength especially since experienced marathon runners often agreed that
the first twenty miles of the race were
accomplished through physical training

and endurance but that the last six miles
are all mental determination and heart.
Their was also tremendous community
support and great excitement on the
twenty third mile point of the marathon
in East Los Angeles.
The view from the 6th street bridge by
runners returning back toward downtown
Los Angeles was never more inspiring
and was reminiscent of the film "The
Wizard of Oz" when Dorothy, the Tinman, Scarecrow, and the Cowardly Lion
got their first glimpse of the great
Emerald City. This was the first time in
the race's history that the course touched
the Eastside of Los Angeles and the community was out in full force to show their
excitement and support for the runners.
SRLA runners were well represented
throughout the race by a continuous flow
of turquoise jerseys and caps while spectators cheered and waved signs of
encouragement for familiar runners.
Others sat on the sidewalks inspiring
those runners who appeared to be running out of gas, reminding them that they
were only a few miles away from the
finish line.
The Los Angeles Fire Department
even did their part to refresh the runners
by misting them with a fire hose as
runners ran bye.
Once El Sereno students and other
SRLA runners completed the marathon,
they exhaustedly made their way to the
nearby Marriot Hotel where they were
treated to a variety of delicious pastas,
fruits, salads, lemonade and water. The
bus ride home for these gutsy and

fatigued runners was filled with whispers
of completion times and then weary
silence. There will be shorter cool down
runs in the near future for these young El
Sereno adults but for the mean time they
can bask in the fact that they have already
achieved something that most will never
have an opportunity to do, that is, run and
finish a marathon.
A deeply deserving congratulations
goes out to all the Los Angeles marathon
runners but more locally, to all the following El Sereno Middle School teachers and runners: Mr. Pena, Ms. Diaz, and
Ms. Siggins, Ms. Salazar, Mr. Bowker,
Raymond Rios, Manuel Gonzalez, Jose
Salgado, Stephanie Mireles, Leslie
Robles, Mayra Gomez, Stanley Rodiles,
Robert Rios, Ceasar Barela, and
Francisco Jimenez. Your inspiring dedication and hard training are qualities that
our community smiles proudly upon.
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DEA

Join Curves with a friend and succeed together on our 30
minute strength-training and cardio circuit. All with the
total support of our knowledgeable trainers.

Over 10,000 locations worldwide.
(323) 223-4
4FIT
4815 Valley Blvd. 90032
At Eastern and Valley Across
from the Fire Station

Federal officials raided 11 Los
Angeles-area dispensaries in one day in
January 2007, the largest such crackdown in the State. They returned to
one of the clinics in West Hollywood
for a second time, breaking down a
door and seizing additional records and
computer equipment. DEA spokeswoman Sarah Pullen said authorities
chose clinics that were making big
money, and had become hot spots for
crime or were part of large franchises.
The raided clinics on average raked in
$20,000 in profits each day, she said.
Many clinics were buying pot wholesale from street dealers and reselling it
for twice the roughly $100-an-ounce
black-market rate, Pullen said. ``It's
become something we can't ignore,''
she said. That investigation is continuing and has yet to produce any arrests
or charges.
Some clinics have
remained closed while others
reopened.
West Hollywood City
Councilman Jeff Prang said the federal
government should leave it to local
governments to monitor and regulate
marijuana dispensaries that provide
relief for those suffering from cancer,
Parkinson's, AIDS and other debilitating diseases.
Police, clinic owners, activists and
legislators - even the author of the law
- can't say for sure how much money
clinic owners can legally earn. ``A
profit is in the eye of the beholder,''
said Joseph David Elford, a lawyer for
Americans for Safe Access, a medicinal marijuana advocacy group. Elford
said a hands-off government approach
to the clinics should boost competition,
keeping marijuana prices affordable for
those who need it and forcing owners
to limit profits. Pullen said that hasn't
happened.
CONTINUES ON PAGE 4
SEE MARIJUANA FARMS

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR OF
EVENTS
THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2007
CITY OF LA COMMUNITY ACTION
AGENCY
1200 W. 7TH St. 4th Floor Training
Room A & B
LA, CA 90017
213. 744.9077
THE EL SERENO LIBRARY EVENTS:
* BI-WEEKLY PRESCHOOL
STORYTIMES 4/25 @ 3:30PM
* ONCE UPON A FAIRY TALE
STORYTIMES 4/23 @ 3:30PM
* KIDS' PATH COMPUTER
WORKSHOP (FOR AGE 8+)
4/27 @ 3:45 PM
* COMPUTER CLASSES EVERY
FRIDAY AFTERNOON.
323-225-9201

SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2007
GIRLS SOFTBALL OPENING DAY
EL SERENO PARK
323.225.3517

SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2007
LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI
ASSOC. SPRING SCHOLARSHIP DANCE
Golden Eagle Ballroom, Cal State LA
8pm - 12:30am
866.508.4437
TUESDAY, APRIL 24, 2007
ADELANTE EASTSIDE PAC MEETING
Boyle Heights Senior Center
2839 E. Third St.
Boyle Heights 6pm
213.977.1685
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 2007
THE GREATER EL SERENO CHAMBER
POWER BREAKFAST MEETING
El Palmar Banquet Hall
4989 Huntington Drive, El Sereno
8am- 10am
323.228.4068
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GETS WIND, RAIN, HAIL
Volatile weather swept
through
Southern
California on Tuesday,
bringing down pours, hail,
snow and fierce winds
that capsized boats and
downed power lines and
trees, cutting power to
more than 157,000 utility
customers.
No major
injuries were reported in
the area by, Fire Capt.
Labarge from Fire Station
47. He said fire crews
were busy responding a
couple of traffic accidents
due to power outage, and
several calls of down
trees.
"It was pretty crazy out there. I
was driving on the freeway and
saw many dust storms stated Jose
Aguilar a Boyle Heights resident.
Winds were gusting up to 40 mph
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
The author of the 2003 law,
then-state
Sen.
John
Vasconcellos, has no problem
with clinic owners earning hefty
salaries as long as they provide
help for ill people. He said the
federal government should mellow out. ``We're helping people
who are sick and they have this
fascist mentality against good
health
and
pleasure,''
Vasconcellos said. The bill's coauthor, states Assemblyman
Mark Leno, sees no need to clarify the law and says there is no
serious effort by state politicians
to further regulate the industry.
More recently the southland
has seen an unheard amount of
Marijuana operations exposed.
In February and March 2007,
their have been several large drug
Marijuana Cultivating bust in
homes in Diamond Bar, Walnut,
Pomona, Rowland Heights, and
Ontario where these homes are
basically gutted out and turned
into Marijuana Farms. This takes
an elaborate effort and money to
establish one of these farms.
They must purchase these homes,
secure them with gates, fences,
install cameras, and drill the heck
out of the walls, secure power
and water sources. One of these
bust happened down the street
from a Local Police Chief! He
had no clue on what was going on
down the street.
A new era begins THC Breath
Strips Scotch-tape thingies that
Listermint makes and putting oil
made from marijuana trim in
them. They have figured out how
to bind oil to pullulan, the same
carbohydrate gel that Listermint
uses for its strips. Now there is a
bunch of people who are selling
these things, in plastic baggies

Snow and flurries were reported in
desert and mountain areas. Four
electrical transmission towers blew
down and a fifth was damaged in
the eastern Los Angeles County
City of Commerce, and a dozen
power poles came down, too, said

Southern California
Edison spokesman,
Gil Alexander.
The day dawned
clear and breezy
across
Southern
California, but fastmoving clouds blotted out the sun at
times as down pours
pelted parts of
Greater
Los
Angeles, then just as
rapidly gave way to
blue skies. Strong
winds accompanied
by sporadic showers
and hail were driven
by a fast-moving cold front that
moved from the Central Coast
down to Southern California, was
reported by meteorologist Eric
Boldt of the National Weather
Service.

MARIJUANA FARMS
with a sticker reading for medical
use only for five or six dollars a
strip. Most people recommend
taking only one, even though
they don't kick in for a long time,
because two will keep you under
the influence for six to eight
hours.
Today, the word "pot" is no
longer a punishable crime to
have…. Marijuana is "medicine."
Schwag is "low-grade medicine,"
and chronic is "high-grade medicine." Growers are "vendors."
Drug Dealers are now "MedicalMarijuana Providers."
In
December, there was even a medical-marijuana "cannabis cup" (a
weed-tasting competition) in a
Hollywood warehouse across
from Amoeba Records.
As
Cypress Hill's B-Real performed
(a well known Hip Hop artist),
patients got stoned the healthy
way, with 100 percent natural
cellulose rolling papers and
herbal pipes filled with products
like bubble hash, made by
extracting resin via ice. There
were several vending booths set
up at this event. At one booth, a
Northern California "vendor"
sold eighths of Kush, at another
booth, pizza slices with a gram of
weed inside, Muffins with a gram
and a half of hash and "medicated BBQ chicken breast" for ten
dollars each, the line for the
chicken was around the block.
"I've been astonished by the way
medical marijuana has become a
commercial business," says Dale
Gieringer, director of California
NORML (National Organization
for the Reform of Marijuana
Laws) and a Prop 215 author.
"The energy is in medical marijuana for the younger generation,
and there's an actual economy

from it."
Several of these dispensaries
have opened up satellite or franchise locations because business
is so good. "Look at Ford, or
every company out there, "Just
because there's a stigma attached
to pot doesn't mean that we
shouldn't be able to run our business in an intelligent fashion.
Stated a dispensary owner. One
reason that the community as a
whole is not aware of these stores
is that they keep it low key and
do not want to attract unwanted
attention from the authorities.
The first step to securing medical pot is getting a doctor's recommendation, which is usually a
Word document printed out from
a computer (because marijuana is
a controlled substance, doctors
are hesitant to write scripts on
their regular pads). There are
more than fifty pot-friendly
physicians in California that
often advertise their services on
myspace. There are several liberal newspapers in the area that
advertise full pages of Medical
Marijuana Dispensaries.
THE VOICE has discovered a
doctor's visit costs about $150
and is usually good for one year.
Doctors prefer that patients provide medical records for their ailments, but a lack of paperwork is
not a deal breaker (the state does
not keep complete records on the
number of medical-marijuana
patients, but advocates put the
number around 250,000). These
visits are not covered by insurance, although some doctors have
a money-back guarantee -- if they
don't approve you for medical
marijuana, ITS FREEEEEEE!
Those who want to maximize
their returns in medical marijua-
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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968

Open Everyday 5am - Midnight
World Famous
Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

323.223.1843

2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

Councilmember Ed Reyes Honors Shirley Fierro as
“The Pioneer Woman of the Year”
For her efforts in making Lincoln Heights a better
community at a City Council Meeting on
Friday, March 30, 2007

na often invest in doctors' offices,
paying willing M.D.'s about fifty
percent of each patient's visit,
which is only fair, since medical
advisory boards have threatened
some with suspending their
licenses. These doctors see about
thirty patients a day (around
$4,500 a day in CASH!). These
Doctors are so busy that their
phones are literally ringing off
the hook. Everyone is getting in
on the action, even Chambers of
Commerce and the Better
Business Bureau are hoping to
sign them up for their database.
THE VOICE has contacted
several of these dispensaries and
have been given directions and
instructions on how to obtain
Marijuana, in fact we were surprised to see how easy it is.
The process starts with a doctor's note, this will get you into
pot clubs, which in the new lingo
for "dispensaries." These store
fronts remind me of the old-time
apothecaries, (Pharmacy's from
Mayberry Days and before) with
glass cases of prescription bottles
with twenty to thirty different
kinds of bud, nearly all of exceptionally high quality, ranging
from $35 an eighth to $100 for
OG Kush.
THE VOICE has found out
that a good dispensary will sell
hash, kief, jellies, infusions,
cones, Pot Rice Krispies treats,
Pot Brownies, Pot Lollipops
("Hydropops"), Pot Candy Bars,
Pot Peanut Butter, Pot Ice Cream
and at least a half-dozen flavors
of pot sodas - Sometimes they are
even sold from a vending
machine. The better high end
store will offer the best weed
selection with dozens of strains
written up on the dry-erase board

every day, a nice color-coded
selection of indicas, sativas and
hybrids, with lots of Purps and
many, Kushes, the spicy-sweet,
lemony-diesel bud that is all the
rage in the L.A. scene.
There has been talk of businesses already looking at Las
Vegas property to start in early as
soon as Nevada OKs dispensaries, they want to be known as
the best Marijuana Clubs in the
World.
In California, the law is mum
on wholesale marijuana distribution (it is legal, however, for
patients to possess a half-pound
of weed). More importantly, the
federal government still considers the possession and sale of
marijuana 100 percent illegal,
whether it's sold from a dispensary in East Los Angeles, or by a
sketchy guy in a junior-highschool, or downtown LA. "We
don't differentiate between those
who use state law to dispense
marijuana and those who traffic
in marijuana on the street," says
Special Agent Sarah Pullen of the
Los Angeles DEA. "Marijuana is
marijuana is marijuana." Only a
handful of DEA agents usually
focus on medical marijuana in
Los Angeles, though, no match
for the commercial instinct of
Americans. San Francisco regulates their clubs, and San Diego
all but invited the feds to shut
down theirs, but L.A. has been a
free-for-all.
CONTINUED ON
PAGE 6 SEE

MARIJUANA
FRANCHISES

LAW OFFICES OF
JAIME S. GUTIERREZ
"Luchador del Pueblo"
AREAS OF PRACTICE:
Probate
Police Brutality
Worker Discrimination
Immigration / Accidents
Divorce / Child Support
Workers Compensation
Bankruptcy and Incorporation
560 W. Main Street
Suite C-136
Alhambra, CA 91801
attorney_segall-gutierrez@hotmail.com

(626) 227-5483
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OTHER NEWS
ACADEMIA SEMILLAS DEL PUEBLO, RECEIVES
RENEWAL FROM LAUSD SCHOOL BOARD
El Sereno School advances it's goal
to become a World School in East
Los Angeles by receiving a charter
renewal for the next five years.
LOS ANGELES - Over 1,000 parents, students, educators, community
members and supporters walked
from Plaza Olvera to LAUSD headquarters to attend the history-making
board meeting for the Academia
Semillas del Pueblo.
"This victory for Academia, is a
victory for all community-based
educational efforts seeking to
improve
education
in
Los

Angeles…" Co-founder and CoPrincipal Director Marcos Aguilar
stated.
The 320 students at the school will
continue their rigorous educational
curriculum, which includes a fourlanguage model and participation in
the
acclaimed,
International
Baccalaureate Organization (IBO)
Primary and Middle Years program.
Academia Semillas del Pueblo is
seeking to become the first I.B.O.
World School in East Los Angeles.
Academia has already implemented the I.B.O. curriculum with

LAPD COMMUNITY MEETING

notable success. Academia will now
focus on building on the success of
its English Language Learner students by expanding the instruction of
the multiple languages the school
already offers.
Academia Semillas del Pueblo
Xinaxcalmecac sprouted from a
vision of community members and
educators in 2001 to provide a quality education based upon Indigenous
culture, an International curriculum
and multi-lingual enrichment for
children in East Los Angeles.

Join Police Commissioner Anthony Pacheco, Police Chief
William J. Bratton and the Police Department Command Staff
for an Evening of Dialogue
Hispanic Forum
Thursday, April 19, 2007 @ Puente Learning Center
501 S. Boyle Street

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

100%
HAND WASH
WAX * POLISH * DETAILING
ENGINE CLEANING
AUTO & MOTORCYCLES

5509 Alhambra Ave., El Sereno, CA 90032

BATMAN ARRESTED WHEN HE CROSSED THE
UNION PICKET LINE

323.223.1669

Free Games, Coffee & Pastries

Joining a list of Hollywood street performers including Elmo, Mr. Incredible and Chewbacca, Batman was arrested
at the corner of Hollywood Blvd. and Highland Ave. Batman reportedly insisted on using a portable toilet that
was rented by local union workers who were picketing a local business on the boulevard. An argument between
the batman and a couple of the picketers escalated. Batman proceeded to remove his cape and assume an aggressive position. Batman began taunting the picketers and tried to pick a fight.
The LAPD was called and arrived on the scene and arrested Batman!

LAPD COMMUNITY CRIME REPORT

GREG’S
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Specializing in:
Tune-Ups,Brakes,
All Major Repairs

Official Smog Station
Infared Tune-Up Service

GREG EISELE
(323) 227-4774

4793 VALLEY BLVD.
EL SERENO, CA 90032
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Fr
STEVE MORALES
El Sereno-University Hills (4A9)
Cell 213-793-0749
4A9@sprint.blackberry.net

OSCAR CASINI
Eastern Boyle Heights (4A59)
Cell 213-793-0752
4A59@sprint.blackberry.net

AUSTIN FERNALD
Lincoln Heights (4A15)
Cell 213-793-0750
4A15@sprint.blackberry.net

Reports 10 violent crimes and
SEE VIDEO OF
44 property crimes in the last 4
BOYLE HEIGHTS CAR WASH
weeks. This was the second
ROBBERY
lowest basic car for violent
crime. Of the 10 violent crimes www.lapdonline.org/video_librar
seven were on the Huntington y/video_view/35035
Drive Business corridor and
seven were robberies. The
seven robberies, Detectives
have photos of three suspects There has been an increase of thefts of Iwho have yet to be identified.
pods, MP-3 Players and cellular phones.
Property crime remained high.
Suspects are robbing
There was a large cluster of
students of their property to and from
property crime in reporting
school and getting off buses. Please be
district (RD 428). This area is careful and be aware of your surroundings.
east of Huntington Drive and
If you witness a crime, contact the Los
south of Huntington Drive.
Angeles Police Department at 911 for
There was about 20 property
emergency or (877) 275-5273 for noncrimes in and around this area
emergency. If you have any additional
of which 12 were GTA's
information that could help solve or
(Grand Theft Autos).
prevent criminal activity, you are
Be aware of the Lottery
encouraged to call the
Scam that's still occurring!
Hollenbeck Tip line 323-526-3817.
Most victims are elderly.

COMMUNITY ALERT

Violent crime revealed that
there are 9 violent crimes
reported in a four-week period.
The violent crime in our basic
car area has reduced greatly
this year. The current property
crime reported that there were
42 reported crimes. This is a 25
percent increase from the previous month.
Two areas are being affected
by property crime and
Burglary from Motor Vehicle.
The first area falls within the
boundaries of Medford Ave to
the north, Chelsea Street to the
south, Indiana Ave to the east
and Soto Street to the west.
The second area falls within
the boundaries of Marengo Ave
to the north, Wabash Ave to the
south, Evergreen Ave to the
west and Indiana Ave to the
east.

Calvary Chapel
Assemblies of God
The Light House of El Sereno
“Jesus said to her, I am the Resurrection and the Life.
Whoever believes in Me, although he may die, yet he
shall live.” John 11:25

NEED A PRAYER

323.227.0654
5387 Poplar Blvd, El Sereno, CA 90032

Martha’s
Cleaners

Dry Cleaning, Laundry and Alterations
Hours:
Mon-Fri. 7 am - 7 pm
Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm
Sunday 10 am - 3 pm

4952 1/2 Huntington Dr. South
El Sereno, CA 90032

(323) 223-3422

C-ME

Computers Made Easy
JOE RIVERA
4301 Valley Blvd
Suite A1
El Sereno, CA 90032
323.227.0506

Computer Repair Specialist
REASONABLE RATES

El SERENO

INCOME TAX SER VICE
Notary Public / Real Estate Loans

Bill & Josie Telles / Linda Crisp
Se Habla Espanol

323.221.4369 Fax 323.225.7885
5004 S. Huntington Dr. Los Angeles, CA 90032

Public Auto
Auction

Subasta
Publico
HOLLENBECK DIVISION, INC

www.opg124.com

EVERY TUESDAY
AT 9:00 am

CADA MARTES
a las 9:00 am

Vehicle Inspection
at 8:00 am

Inspeccion de Vehiculos
a las 8:00 am

101 No. Avenue 18
Los Angeles, CA 90031
Ph: (323) 225-9294 * Fax: (323) 276-6039

Member of The Greater El Sereno Chamber of Commerce
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THE KERN
VILLA
APARTMENTS
Boyle Heights Community
Corporation Invests Millions to
Preserve the City's Affordable
Housing Stock Rehabilitation of
Kern Villa Apartments is Part of
Ongoing Effort to Stimulate
Economic Development in Los
Angeles' Eastside Working Class
Neighborhoods
The Kern Villa Apartments, is
an affordable housing development that represents a $6.6 million investment in the Boyle
Heights community of Los
Angeles. Most importantly,
ELACC's acquisition and rehabilitation of the property ensures
the Section 8-based property
remains accessible and affordable
to low-income residents. "We are
thrilled to see our vision of
responsible and inclusive community development in East Los
Angeles realized," said Maria
Cabildo, President of ELACC.
She continued, "Kern Villa is yet
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

MARIJUANA
FRANCHISES
Around 200 clubs have opened
in L.A. County since a 2004
State Senate bill gave some protection to the clubs, up from less
than a dozen in 2005.
Most dispensaries are open
seven days a week. We have
even heard that there are Medical
Marijuana dispensaries that want
to help sick people, and waive
fees for those who cannot afford
their "meds." Some stores even
deliver. Order it via fax, phone,
or the Internet and it will be at
your doorstep. A lot of these
store fronts have several levels of
security, at the minimum they
have deadbolts on their doors,
some do not even have a door
handle on the doors. Others have
armed guards, a mantrap and two
alarmed doors. The security's not
for the cops -- it's the robbers and
gangs that worry these owners
the most.
We have heard reports of
"takeover robberies." That's
when theives dress up as LAPD
and pretend they're raiding the
store, and then hog tie the clientele and steal everything in sight
(in the biz, they're called "Ocean
420s"). Most dispensaries will
not even call the cops for the fear
of being arrested themselves or
bringing attention to their store
front.
Most of these locations have
six-foot-tall, 3,500-pound gun
safes, each with a digital keypad,
like you see at jewelry stores or

BOYLE HEIGHTS NEWS

another example of how we can
work to ensure families have to
quality, affordable housing
through a process that is participatory and empowering."
Before ELACC bought this
property, Kern Villa tenants were
on the verge of losing Housing
and Urban Development (HUD)
rent subsidies. This was due to
the expiration of the Section 8
contract signed 30 years before
when the apartments were built.
As a result, the rents at Kern Villa
would have risen to the market
rate for the area. In order to stay
in their apartments, tenants
would have to pay the new rent
with no subsidy - nearly three
times what they had been paying.
As the contract neared expiration,
ELACC went into action and purchased the building in order to
prevent this loss of affordable
housing. ELACC's $6.6 million
acquisition and rehabilitation of
Kern Villa has guaranteed that it
will remain affordable for another 55 years.
Kern Villa includes 49 total
existing units and one manager
unit. It features 36 three-bedroom

"townhouse" apartments and a
mix of two bedroom flats apartments, and two bedroom "townhouse" apartments. Over half of
the two-bedroom flats are fully
accessible for the disabled and
the development is pedestrianfriendly, located in close proximity to several city bus lines and is
near schools, parks, medical
facilities and a public library.
Tenants will have the opportunity
to attend ELACC's workshops
and programs in Wellness,
Financial
Literacy,
and
Homebuyer Education.
Currently in the Community
Room, middle school age children at Kern Villa attend a weekly theater workshop led by members of Company of Angels
Theater. While the State continues to ignore our housing crisis,
we have learned to meet challenges at the local level, and in
many ways, at the grassroots
level, through organizations like
ELACC.
Tenants in ELACC's service
area face a critical lack of affordable units. Los Angeles-area
rents, already among the nation's

highest, jumped by 7% in 2005
and in 2006 the average monthly
rent increased to more than
$1,500. The 2007 State of the
County Report by the United
Way of Greater Los Angeles
reports that 53% of renters in LA
County spend more than 30% of
their income on rent. This percentage is higher than both the
state (47%), and the nation
(41%). A minimum-wage worker
earning $6.75 an hour would
need to work 55 hours a week for
rent money alone.
These problems are even more
acute in East LA where 1,000
units of affordable housing have
been lost to development since
1990.
"I am a single mother and have
lived in the Kern Villa
Apartments for 25 years, since I
was 13 years old," said Ramona
Gutierrez, Kern Villa resident.
"ELACC's beautiful rehabilitation has made Kern Villa a much
better place to live and my children enjoy participating in the
new programs. I'd like to thank
ELACC for providing a safe and
beautiful home for me and my

check cashing store fronts. The
safes are bolted to the ground,
hold dozens of pounds of pot, a
fraction of the real inventory, the
remainder of their stash is located at a secret location off-site.
Each store wants to be the next
McDonald's or Starbucks -- the
only way to control franchises is
to control the supply. The problem most stores have is that they
do not want to keep detailed
records due to the possibility of
further DEA raids. The San
Fernando Valley, considered
medical marijuana's Wild West,
with dozens of stores being
opened up by kids who were just
last year selling pot out of their
mothers' basements.
How medical marijuana is
turning L.A. pot dealers into
semi-legit businessmen
On a February afternoon, 120
DEA agents, helicopters flying
overhead, descend on eleven Los
Angeles dispensaries, detaining
nearly two dozen providers.
According to Special Agent
Pullen, 5,000 pounds of pot, 163
plants, $200,000 in cash, seven
handguns and one shotgun were
seized.
There have been medical-marijuana advocates organizing a
protest at West Hollywood's city
hall. Soon the feds would seize
one provider's Ferrari. "This is a
political thing," he says.
"Someone is mad that marijuana
is out in the open now. It's just
not even close to being hidden."
most store owners take the risk,
its too late now - this movement,
is too big to stop.

In December 2006 a
Hollywood
Judeo-Christian
Cannabis Church Forced to
Close; Arrested Reverend Claims
Civil and Religious Rights
Violated "Churches and Temples
are no longer safe in America,"
says Reverend Craig X Rubin of
Temple 420, who was arrested
November 8, 2006, at his religious establishment by over one
dozen heavily armed officers of
the LAPD. "If they can do this to
us, they can do it to any church
that the government disagrees
with." The Reverend known for
his
reoccurring
role
on
Showtime's hit series "Weeds"
said arresting officers did not
treat Temple clergymen as
required by California Penal
Codes 1524 and 1525.
The investigation of Reverend
Rubin began only days earlier.
An undercover officer joined
Temple 420 on November 3,
2006, and immediately purchased 3.5 grams of sacrament,
"PurpleErkle." This was the
basis of the arrest warrant for
defendant Rubin; the seizure of
all sacrament and money from
the church; and, the freezing of
all financial assets before conviction. As a result, Temple 420 may
be forced to close. "What if this
was my church?" Rubin's lawyer
asked. A key tenet of Temple 420
is that members receive communion by burning a sacramental
herb, marijuana.
However, the plant contains
the hallucinogen, THC, regulated
under the Controlled Substances
Act by the Federal Government;

the sect is currently being barred
from engaging in the practice of
its religion on the grounds that it
violates the California Health &
Safety code. Temple 420 claims
the
Religious
Freedom
Restoration Act affirmed by the
Supreme Court for protection.
By law the Government is prohibited from substantially burdening a person's exercise of religion, unless the Government
demonstrates that application of
the burden to the person represents the least restrictive means
of advancing a 'compelling interest.'
An investigation by THE
VOICE has revealed that in City
Council District 14, (where
Councilman Jose Huizar just
won re-lection this past month)
has 16 Medical Marijuana
Dispensaries in his district, and
there are 6 within a ¼ mile radius
at the intersection of Colorado
and Eagle Rock Blvd, 2 in El
Sereno. In Council District 1 Councilman Ed Reyes has three
that we found.
Medical
Marijuana Dispensaries are operating and flourishing, I believe

children."
ELACC is a non-profit organization founded in 1995. ELACC's
mission is to advocate for economic and social justice in Boyle
Heights and Unincorporated East
Los Angeles.
ELACC's efforts build grassroots leadership, self sufficiency
and access to economic development opportunities for low and
moderate income families. The
organization's
development
expertise strengthens the existing
community infrastructure in
communities of color by developing and preserving neighborhood assets. ELACC has a vision
for responsible and inclusive
development throughout the city
and provides affordable housing
for almost 800 residents in 364
rental units and homes.

this is just the tip of an iceberg
stated CHP Sergeant Espinoza.
This past March a CHP officer
approached a 24' Rental Truck
pulled over on the 10 Fwy. The
truck had its engine compartment
opened, apparently the truck had
overheated. The occupants left
the truck abandoned fearing what
the police might discover. Well
the CHP officer smelled a strong
smell of Marijuana as he was
walking back to his patrol car,
this gave him the probable cause
to open the rear door of the truck
-He stumbled across 3 Tons of
Marijuana with a street value of
20 Million dollars - if it was destined for a Marijuana Dispensary
the value would be 200 Million.
This vehicle was one of many
who are transporting Marijuana
on our highways every day. The
CHP officer stated that someone
was in a lot of trouble, he was not
referring to the Law Enforcement
aspect - He was talking about the
Drug Lords who lost this shipment!
Contact your Councilman let him
know how you feel.

Gabe’s Bike Shop
Bikes For The Entire Family

Sales * Parts * Service

BMX * R oad Bikes
Bikes * Mountain Bikes
Bikes
Beach
Beach Cr uiser s * Bike
Bike R acks
acks
Hablamos
Lowrider
Lowrider and Accesories
Español
Ska teboar
d and Accesories
teboard
Seats
Seats and Helmets

(323) 226-1921

Cell (562) 824-6452

5346 S. Huntington Drive, El Sereno, CA 90032

LANDAU
REAL ESTATE

1st Time Buyers Welcome
Refinance Before Rates Go Up
Consolidate High Interest Loans
Free Market Analysis
SE HABLA ESPANOL

SAL GARCIA
Sales
Sales Agent
Agent

(213) 400-6596
7007 Washington Ave, Suite 240
Whittier, CA 90602
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REAL ESTATE/HOME IMPROVEMENT
Yolanda Gomez

“Northeast LA’
LA’ s Most Trusted
Trusted Mortgage Professionals”

626 234-6303

Premier Properties
1105 Fair Oaks Ave.
South Pasadena, CA 91030

yolandagomez.com

GENE
BACA
HOME LOANS
818.482.1069

$ 300,000 =
$ 500,000 =
$ 700,000 =
$1,000,000 =

O W nce
N
T
A C r Refina
o

!
y
a
Tod

o
Buy

$ 965 / Month
$1,609 / Month
$2,252 / Month
$2,252 / Month

Free Market Evaluations
Thinking of Buying or Selling, Call me today!
S A N TO S
RODRIGUEZ
HOME LOANS
323.630.6543

“OUR GOAL IS MAKING
YOUR HOME
OWNERSHIP DREAMS
COME TRUE!”

HOME LOAN SPECIALIST

www.californiafinancegroup.com
By Santos Rodriguez & Gene Baca
As you hear and see the media reports these days, there's
no reason to buy real estate today because the "bottom's
fallen out," the balloon has burst," etc. With the real estate
market down (number of sales and dollar volume), you
might as well put your money somewhere else, how about
the stock market or in bonds? Following this philosophy,
then whenever any investment tool drops in value, dump
it!!! Stocks, bonds, real estate, mutual funds, it doesn't
matter which vehicle, get out and hitch a ride on the
fastest moving investment possible, right? Actually, real
estate continues to be an excellent investment tool. As
long as you do your research and homework, money can
be made in any market. You just have to decide on your
profit methodology: cash flow or asset growth. Both are
available in today's market, and the savvy investor must
be sure to conduct due diligence on the bottom line. For
those who want to get in on the ground floor, this is the
best market in which to buy to plan for future asset
growth. Equity growth comes in more than just buy low
and sell high. In the last few years, short-term, play
investors lucked out with the market and bought
houses/condos/pre-construction at high prices and were
able to sell at higher prices in just a few weeks or months.
This buy now, profit later can still be experienced, it just
takes more patience. Most real estate assets grow consistently year after year. What the last few years created in

ADVERTISE ON
THE VOICE
IF YOU CAN SEE THIS
SO CAN YOUR
CLIENTS!
323.221.7400

FOR SALE

5175 Remstoy Street, El Sereno
4br - 2ba 1875 Sq-Ft Lot 6600 Sq-Ft
REDUCED to $519,999.

3 Lots on Round Dr.
in EL SERENO .

D
L
SO

Approximately 22,520
square feet, zoned R-1 .
Asking $234,000.
Great potential for
Developer.

the short-term, however, is what it usually takes years to
create, thousands of dollars in equity growth. The usual
way this growth occurs is by using other people's money
(OPM) to grow your equity along with the usual appreciation. OPM is one of the most powerful investment tools
out there. Most people use OPM to purchase real estate
(the mortgage) with a little bit of their own money (down
payment). Each month after you buy a property, there's
the monthly mortgage payment. Thus, your second use of
OPM is the rental payments you receive from your tenants. Now, you're growing that equity month by month,
plus paying the interest fees, etc…, with funds provided to
you from the tenants. The second method of growing
equity is through appreciation. This figure is not as controllable by you. What's really exciting about this part of
the profit growth plan is that since you took control of this
large asset with a little down payment, the cash on cash
growth is substantial. Is it a good time to get in the market---absolutely. Just remember to research the market,
analyze your cash flow and equity growth, then move forward.
California Finance Group is a complete real estate solutions company and can be reached at:
California Finance Group / 6100 San Fernando Rd., Ste.
#203 / Glendale / CA / 91201
Office - (818) 242-4777
Gene Baca Cell (818) 482-1069
Santos Rodriguez Cell (323) 630-6543

YANEZ CONSTRUCTION
Handy Man - General Construction

REMODELING ADDITIONS
ELECTRICAL DRYWALL
MASONRY
Ask for PACO
Cell (323) 481- 2356 (323) 227--9665

THE
VOICE
Now serving
El Sereno,
Lincoln

TRANSAMERICA
Real Estate Investment and Home Loans

LEONEL INFANTE JR.

323.401.4256
infantetm@aol.com
Hablo Espanol
15454 Gale Ave, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745

HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
JIMENEZ HAULING
Demolitions
Construction Cleanups
Garage & Junk Cleaning
Dirt & Roofing Removal / Tree Cutting

FREE ESTIMATES
ESTIMATES
WE BEAT
BEAT ANY PRICE
HABLAMOS ESPANOL
ESPANOL

Ask for
JIMENEZ

(213) 321-5463

Water Heaters, Floor
and Wall Heaters,
Copper repiping Disposals - Sewer
Cleaning, Water and Gas
Leak Detection

Mr. Morris Valdez
(323) 223-0871
4403 Huntington Dr South
El Sereno, CA 90032
State Lic# 617754

24 Hour Emergency Service

Valdez’s Plumbing & Heating
Specialist in Repairs & Installation

Limon Iron Works
Free Estimates - Presupestos Gratis

* Sliding Doors
* Gates & Fences
* Stairs
* Repairs
* Security Doors & Windows

*Puertas Corredisas
*Cercas
*Escaleras
*Reparaciones
*Puertas y Ventanas de Seguridad

Ramiro Limon (323) 781-4427
4993-B Huntington Dr, El Sereno, CA 90032

JOSE CRUZ PLUMBING

Heights

HEATING & ELECTRICAL

and

Drain Cleaning Services
Residential and Commercial

Boyle
Heights

(323)204-6680

4334 S. Huntington Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90032
State Lic. #730536

Jose Cruz, Expert
(323) 222-7228
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CA Lic. # 0F37856
As a Business
Insurance Specialists,
we only deal with
businesses.

BOP’s
Workman’s Compensation
General Liability
Commercial Property
Commercial Auto
Surplus Lines
Umbrella Coverages
Hard to Insure / High Risk

As an Independent
Insurance Broker,
Estrella does not
maintain any
dedicated association
with, or ownership by
an MGA, or Insurance
Carrier. This enables
us to remain totally
objective in finding the
right carrier for our
clients needs.

Call for an appointment,
Your Business Insurance Specialist
LUIS ALVARADO
President / Principal

323-230-6833
Visit our website

www.estrella-insurance.net
4301 Valley Blvd., Suite A4, L.A. CA 90032

FAMILIES FIGHT EVICTION
There are five families
that want to make the community aware that they are
being evicted from their
apartments located on
Eastern Avenue, in El
Sereno. These families are
demanding
accessible
dwelling before the proposed demolition of their
homes. These renters are
worried about the possible
loss of their place they
know as home, they have
lived and raised their children there.
The renters were notified
two weeks ago that they
should vacate their apartments by July 1, 2007, by
the property owner Mihn
Hang Thi Nguyen of
Huntington Beach, CA. In
a conversation with one of
the renters they were told
by Nguyen that they wanted
to demolished these apartments and make Luxury
Condos or apartments.
On July 12, 2006 the Los
Angeles Housing Dept.
visited the apartments and
made note of several violations. A month later in
August 25, 2006 the inspector came back and noted
that none of the work
ordered had been in compliance. On February 1st,
2007 the inspectors mailed
notice to Nguyen that there
property had been referred
to the REAP (Rent Escrow
Account Program), that can
punish the owners of the
dwelling code violations.
Renters at times pay rent
directly to the municipality
and the owner does not
receive the money until
they comply or make corre-

sponding arrangements.
THE VOICE interviewed
residents Arlene and Martin
Chavez, Conrado and
Felicitas Vargas, David
Chacon, which have lived
in these apartments for several years and said it is a
tranquil. They also told us
that the landlord instructed
the tenants "Do not to pay
the rent, don't worry about
it".
The residents got
together and talked about
the strange behavior of the
landlord. They made plans
to purchase money orders
every month for their rent.
Nguyen came to the apartments four months later and
told them that they must
leave for not paying rent for
three months, the renters
turned in three months rent
each plus the current month
rent. The landlord was
upset and told them why
did they do that, Chavez
responded that no one gets
rent for free. In the following months the landlord
asked them if they already
found
another
place
because the bulldozers
could come in at anytime
and demolish their apartments.
On January 2007, the
landlord did not come over
to collect the rent. Chavez
and the rest of the renters
had their cashier's checks
ready as always, February
came by and they decided
to mail the cashiers check
to Nguyen via registered
mail. To their surprise the
checks were sent back to
them via registered mail.
The renters sent it back via
registered mail.

Renter Felícita and
Conrado Vargas which have
lived at apartment with her
husband and three children
for over 16 years. "We took
the news hard our kids go to
the local school here at
Farmdale Elementary. The
schools are near and the
rent is affordable for us.
One of the families is considering to move out of Los
Angeles because they can
no longer afford rent anywhere else in the area", said
Vargas.
Attorney Sanford Ehrman
representing Nguyen sent a
letter to each renter, THE
VOICE received a copy of
the letter and it did not give
any reason of why the sudden notice, they have not
offered them compensation
to seek other housing.
THE VOICE has left
several messages for the
attorney but has not
received any returned calls
as of today. The renters are
asking Councilman José
Huízar to get involved in
their fight to avoid the eviction from their dwellings.
It is coincidence that the
L.A. City Council votes on
Wednesday, April 3, 2007
to vote on new renter relocation fees. The proposed
plan will pay tenants to
move when their units are
converted to condos or
townhouses.
These fees are paid by the
building landlord. The city
has seen a flurry of apartment-to-condominium conversions in the past couple
of years, resulting in more
than 11,000 rent-control
units being lost in the City.

* Baje su pago hipotecario
* Combine su 1era y 2nd
hipoteca
* Paque sus deudas
* Reciba dinero
2 unidades
1 recamera y 1 banio, Lote de 4,500p2
3929 Randolph Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90032
2 recamaras y 1 bano. Casa de 1,248p2
212 Dixon St.
Azusa, CA 91702
3 recamaras y 2 banos
121 N. Inglewood
Inglewood, CA 90301
SE RENTA
Tri-Level Condo
2 recamaras, 2.5 banos y piscina
9131 Burnet Ave. #15
North Hills, CA 91343

Yesenia Campos

323-314-0187

2 Unidades
1 Recamara y 1 bano Lote 4,500
p 3929 Randolph Ave.
L.A. CA 90032

Condo lease to own Tri-level 2bdrm
2.5baths and community pool
9131 Burnet Ave. #15
North Hills, CA 91343

3 bdr 2bth fireplace 1,494 sft
8256 Samoline Ave
Pico Rivera, CA 90660

$269,000.00
44302 Glenraven Road
Lancaster, CA 93535

3 recamaras y 2 banos
Inglewood, CA 90301
$440,000.00
2 recamaras y 1bano Casa de
1,248p
212 Dixon Street
Azusa, CA 91702

$520,000.00
4 recamaras 2 banos 1,600p
12822 Royston St.
Baldwin Park, CA 91706
For Sale By Owner

$530,000.00
4 recamaras y 2 banos
en culdesac 1,560 p
2859 Minto CT
LA CA 90032
For Sale By Owner

